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For guidance on managing ]
construction health risks go to EI al
www.hse.gov.uk/construction
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SOUTH WEST
HIRE & SALES

Safety Guidance

Redistributed under licence from HAE by South West Hire and Sales. Licence expires on 31/08/2024

Using Block, Slab & Stone Splitters

1.  Wear your protective equipment. Wear your gloves to position the material in the

splitter.

Keep other persons away, safe from the danger of flying chips.

Keep your fingers and feet clear; do not get the trapped between the blades and

material, especially if someone else is operating the splitter.

4. Place the block or slab in position for splitting, and then push down on the handle

to bring the top blade down with enough force to split the block.

5. Check that the support rails (pads) are clean and free of debris after every block
or slab that is split; chips of block or slab will prevent the next block from being

split.
6. Do not try to split wood or metal with the equipment.
7. Do not attempt to relocate the block or slab being split while under pressure.
8. Do not try to split more than one slab or block at a time.
9. Move the split material away; keep your workplace free of clutter.

10. Stop work if someone approaches you.

11. If your equipment does not work properly, do not attempt to repair it. Contact the

hire company.

Please keep this leaflet safely as it may be required for future reference
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Slab Cutter

The rules and procedures in force where people are at work
may require the person responsible for this equipment to

carry out a specific risk assessment.

It is important to read this entire leaflet
BEFORE using the Slab Cutter
1. Even the smallest block splitters generate enormous
pressure between the blades, and can be hazardous if

misused.

2. Some block splitters are heavy and awkward to move —
take care not to injury yourself or others.

3. Keep non-essential people, especially children away
from work area. NEVER allow children to use this

equipment.

4. Wear your protective equipment especially eye protection and safety boots. Wear
your gloves to position the material in the splitter.
5. Read and follow the safety labels attached to the equipment, they are there to warn

of hazards.

6. Do notindulge in any horseplay or irresponsible behaviour, while using, or working

near the block splitter.

7. Keep your fingers away from the blade area, especially when loading heavy
blocks, if you have a workmate operating the handle ensure you are both alert and

co-ordinate your actions.

8. When a heavy slab or block is split the two halves will fall either side, each half is heavy
enough to cause severe injury. Keep your feet out of the way.
9. Always leave the handle in the lower position in between cuts and when not in use.
The blade cannot then be accidentally pushed down onto someone’s finger.
(Continued overleat...)
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Every effort has been made by HAE/EHA to ensure that the information given in this document and supporting material
is accurate and not misleading. HAE/EHA cannot accept responsibility for any loss or liability perceived
to have arisen from the use of any such document/material. Only Acts of Parliament and Statutory Instruments
have the force of law and only the courts can authoritatively interpret the law.

3yn-B1o°aey MMM :alsgam
yn-Bio-sey®@|rew Jrewy
604v €€€ 121 (0) v Xedq
009v 08€ 21 (0) v¥  :euoydajaL

ay1 | auols Bunyds oy uswdinba
Buipnjoul slenno gejs pue Xo0|q

O00 60606

3JAL LegG lInyllos

yied ssauisng weybuiwuig
80s8I) YL

unog suebey 052
adoin3 uoerossy allH

‘BOJB YIOM INOA puno.e sislieq
ind ‘Aeme desy 01 siaylo ulepn

3d0HN3 NOLLYIOSSY JHIH

JO S8ZIS pUB SBPOW [BJaAdS Sl aI8y] L ‘Ainfur woyy ajdoad Jayjo 1081044 2
H3ILLITdS ‘NOA J0B.JISIP PINOD 10 NOA 0} Jeau
INOLS ANV gV1S HO079  s| suo-ou jey pue ajes pue Jes|d
1uawdinba aAnosjoud [euosiad S| BAIE HIOM N0 Jey) aIns oY L
aledoidde Jeam 0} pasu ose ||Im vIdv XHoMm
noA 01 Jeau Bujiom s oym Apoghuy "G "SeA0ID) 2/6+/0281S9
“(2L6v/028159 10 10 GpENT Jo sjooq Alsjes | epeln
GbENT) S100q Alojes Jeam ISNW NOA v zgozgsd 10 ‘g — 99LNT :s9|BBob
"(2L6v/028189 10 jue}sisal 10edw| Juswdinba
GYENT) s100q Ajojes Jesm isnw noA ¢ aAnoslold  euosiad  Jo  swal
‘sulyoew siyp Buimo||o} 8y} 1ses| Je dABY ISNW NOA L
yum Buppiom ase noA uaym (| apeib INININDT
260258 10 @ - 99N3) se|66ob JNILOILOYd TYNOSYId
juelsisal joedw] Jeam 1Snw NOA ‘2
‘uonosyoud Jo [ans| Jaybiy e alinbal ) Buisn a10jaq 80ApE
Rew syuswiuoJiaug Jo sqol Jenomed Ladxa ¥9as 1snuw Aljigesip Jusuewlad
uswdinba siyl esn noA iensusym 1o Areiodwel Jeyue yum suoluy
UIOM 8Q PINOYS 1Byl WNWIUIW ‘Jynpe paipoq 8|qe ue Aq uonelado
sy} ase (add) juswdinbs aanosioid lo} paubisep s| juswdinba syl gl
leuostad jo swey Bumojo} a8yl L ‘loyooje 4o sbnup Jo souanjul
SHOIVHIdO 4 Jepun suokue Ag Jo ‘siouiw
Aq pasn aq jou i1snw swdinbs syl ‘gL
‘BaJe }IOM INOA ulyum ‘eoepns
‘Ajoyes
|oAs] plios B uo Ajgyes pue Ay
peus & semuds ou 1By ans SEN € Bupjiom aq sAeme [im NOA ains axew
0] peaye Xuly} pue 3iom InoA ueld ‘L[
iom
uels noA aiojeq sjuesald )l spiezey
U} pue SHIOM ) MOY YUM }jasinoA
asueliwe)  ‘aiojeq  uswdinba
Jo adA} syl pasn jou aney noA | 0L

“*}10M\ Buinels alojog

("“panunuo))





